Prior to stent insertion, we generated a porcine stricture and biliary dilatation model by endoscopic band ligation of the AV, followed by argon plasma coagulation (APC System, power setting 40 W, gas flow 2 L/min; ERBE Elektromedizin GmbH, Tubingen, Germany) in the orifice or AV based on our previous report [1] . One week later, biliary dilation was confirmed by endoscopic retrograde cholangiography (ERC), followed by deployment of the metal stent across the AV. One week later, the pigs underwent endoscopic biliary metal stent deployment through the strictured AV. Following insertion of metal stents, the physical status and laboratory parameters of the pigs were monitored daily. Eight weeks later,m animals were euthanized and the metal stents harvested for analysis.
